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St. Peter's Senſe of Cbriſts Meri. 


TY Y the facred laws of charity, no one 
| can be ſappoſed to think or ſpeak con- 
temptuouſly, or without a becoming 


veneration of the man Chriſt Jeſus, who be- 


lieves him to be that diſtinguiſhed meſſenger 
whom God had promiſed to Adam and to 
Abraham; and by whom he actually benefits 
or bleſſes all nations. It would argue the 
gteateſt inattention, to ſuppoſe him to be the 
final judge, and yet be, at the ſame time, 
wilfully wanting in love and reverence to his 
perſon, character, and office. When therefore 
we eſſay to ſpeak or write on his MERITS, 
and attempt to give an apoſtolic ſenſe of them, 
none ſhould preſume to cenſure our freedom, 
or raſhly ſit in judgment upon the interpreta- 
tion we give of the New Teſtament doctrine, 
whilſt wye avow a venerable idea of Jeſus, as 
the one Lord. On the contrary, we expect 
of our readers à ſerious and candid examina- 
tom: und if any are capable of it, a rational, 
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2 St. Peter's Senſe of Cbriſts Merits. 
and argumentative confutation, Truth is all 


our aim; and we are ready to attend and ſub- 
mit to evidence, 


The bulk of the profeſſing world, called, 
chriſtian, has paid a kind. of firſt honours to 
St. Peter, and has been forward enough to 
aſſert and maintain his priority in the apoſtolic 
college: a conſideration, which led me to 
conclude, that his account of the nature and 
degree of Chriſt's merits, would be more ge- 
nerally allowed to have an indiſputable autho- 
rity, I ſhall, accordingly, fix on a paragraph 
in his firſt Epiſt. chap. 2d from the 19th verſe 
to, the end, for the illuſtration,—In the pre- 
vious context, he has been ſpeaking of the ſu- 
perior advantage of the Goſpel ſyſtem; and has 
urged the grace of it, as a motive to patience 
and reſolution under perſecution. He has 
likewiſe ſhewn, that from the foundation of 
the world, God intended, the promiſed Meſiab 
ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by his ſufferings ;-and 
that notwithſtanding the contempt and inſult 


poured upon him, by men who made the 


higheſt pretences to be the builders of the 
church of God ; yet he was precious, or an 


Honour to all that believe in his divine 


miſſion, 


2 1 rauh. 


St. Peter's Senſe of Chriſt's Merits, 5 


miſſion, whatever may be the ſufferings to 
which the profeſſion does expoſe them. After 
this he recommends to the chriſtians, a regular 
converſation, ſuch as ſhould be meet, comely, 
honeſt, or good, * among the Gentiles, not- 
withſtanding the reproach and ill-uſage, their 
infidelity, ignorance, prejudice and vice would 
occaſion, Chriſtians muſt ſubmit to civil go- 
vernment—and though the civil magiſtrate 
ſhould treat them with an unrighteous ſeverity, 
they, by well-doing, ſhould endeavour to 
filence the ignorance of fooliſh men. And whilſt 
they maintained their religious liberty, no 
anger or malice might diſcover itſelf ; becauſe 
of the hand of perſecution, Even ſervants 
muſt remain obedient and faithful to the moſt 
froward and perverſe maſters, whoſe property 
they were. | 


The reaſon of ſuch a divine temper and 
conduct, is given in theſe words, for this is 
thank-worthy, if a man for conſcience towards 
God endure grief, ſuffering wrong fully, —It is 
comely, grateful,” or acceptable in the fight 
'of God, that a man's reverence of God and 
truth is ſuch, as will enable him to endure 
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6 St. Peter's Senſe of Chrift's Merits, 


any occaſion of grief or anguiſh, any painful 
treatment, becauſe of an adherence to truth, 
or becauſe of his piety and vittue. The pa- 
tience and meekneſs, that has no wrathful, 


revengeful commotions, but the generous pity 


and compaſſion towards the hand of violence 
and injury, in theſe religious departments, 
muſt be acceptable to God — whereas, there 
is, there can be no merit or glory in being 
patient, when buffeted for a faulty and cri- 
minal conduct. 


To enforce the virtuous and divine attain- 
ment, which is the zenith of human rectitude, 
the illuſtrious example of Chriſt is introduced; 
for even hereunto were ye called, becauſe Chriff 
alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
we ſhould follow his fleps. Who did no fit; nei. 
ther was guile found in his mouth. Who 
when be was reviled, reviled not again; when 
he ſuffered, he threatned not; but gave up, or 
yeilded to him who judgeth righteouſly. His 
ſubmiſſion was entire and unreſerved; per- 
ſuaded of the wiſdom, equity, and righteouſ- 
neſs of the divine eiern in the whole of 
Udo _ 

His 
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St. Peter's Senſe of Chriſt's Merits, 7 

His merit lay in this humble, meek, pa- 
tient, and reſigned ſpirit and: behaviour, un- 
der his ſufferings. No-way inclined to recri- 
minate on the inſult, and injury: but ſo far. 
from it, whilſt banging on a. croſs,” his prayer 
to God, is, father. forgive them, they know not 
what they. do. Superlatively concerned is he, 
about their recovery to reaſon and rectitude. 
Not a ſingle deſire of the miſery or wretched= 
neſs, of the moſt bitter and crueb of his ene- 
mies, whoſe paſſions are thus outragioully en- 
flamed, by reaſon of — __ and 
ſtupidity. | 22 | 


We cannot be ſurpriſed at St; Peter's.adding, 
who his own ſelf bare our fins in his own body. on 
the tree, that we being dead to fin, ſhould live 
unto righteouſneſs, by whoſe ſtripe ye were healed. 


It ſeems almoſt impoſſible: to miſtake the 
ſenſe of this deſcription, —How- did he bear- 
fin in bis oum body? not by becoming, in fact, 
a ſinner; for be did no ſin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth.” Not by being juſtly 
reckoned, or imputed a ſinner: for this was 
equally impoſſible, in the eye of God. Though 
in the eye of his murderers he was ſo imputed: 


and u they condemned and crucified 
him, 


8 St. Peter's Senſe of Cbriſt's Merits. 


him, as if he had really been a capital crimi- 
: nal But this ſurely is not the preciſe ſenſe of 


his ou ſelf bearing our fins in his own body on 
the tree ; for it does more conſiſtently mean, 

the example he has left us, of patiently bearing 
the moſt unjuſt and cruel uſage in his own 
body, on the tree. If the reaſoning has any 
connexion, or the argument any force, the 
bearing of our fins, will import, not only the 


| patience, but the divine compaſſion and pity 


with which he bore them ; thus giving us an 


example that we ſhould follow bis fleps, in hat- 


ever inſtances we are called to ſuffer for well- 
doing, or for righteouſneſs ſake.— An argu- 
ment fully in point, as s addreſſed to the firſt 


chriſtians. 


And this interpretation is farther confirmed, 
by the effect it ſhould have upon them, wiz. 
that we being dead to fin, ſhowld live unto 
righteouſneſs. — The malignity of fin is ap- 
parent in the ſufferings and death of Chriſt ; 
and if once duly confidered and explored, will 


give the mind an utter abhorrence of all ini- 


quity. And no ſooner has the example had 
2 ſuitable influence and effect upon us, than 
we live unto righteouſneſs, 17.65 


Let 


&. Peter's Senſe of Chriſt's Merits. 9 
Let the attainment be eritically examined 
and faithfully applied, and the reafoning will 
be fatisfaRorily clear, full, and convincing + 
for, if I can be once able to bear any ill-uſage 
with patience, and with a meekneſs which 
is animated by pity and compaſſion, even 
though mul. treated, by bigots and infidels, 
becauſe of the moſt rational, regular, and betie- 
ficent behaviout towards others; what kind of 
degree either of ' malevolence, injuſtice, or ins 
decency can be ſuppoſed guilty of, in any of the 
civil and ſocial intercourſes and connexions 1 
have with mankind Nor is it poflible1 ſhould 
de otherwiſe than devoted to God, in the moſt 
ſublime and exalted ſenſe of piety, if I «am 
able to acknowledge him wiſe, equitable and 
good, in the ſeverely bitter, painful, and tty- 
ing allotments of his providetice? The exam- 
ple and the imitation of it, are, what thus 
appear to give the moſt fitiiſhied exhibitions 
of the rectifying power and efficacy of truth, 
= the life and To of n. 


In this manner it * 8 is, „ hat by his 
: 2p we are healed. And one might be 
B very 


Sm a wider pluris eftimare virtutem; nemo illi 
. eſſe devotus, — qui boni viri famam perdiſſet, nd 
ientiam perderet. Sen. Epis. 81. 
f 76 UwA@T(. 
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10 St. Peter's Senſe of Chriſt's Merits, 


very confident, that no other Senſe of Chriſt's 
bearing our fins in his own body on the tree, 
can be equally clear, conſiſtent, and ſatisfac- 
tory to a thinking mind; for the following 
reaſons. | f 22 | 142 


* It beſt explains and 3 che Jobs 
trine-of the divine placability : foraſmuch as 
the behaviour of our Lord upon the croſs, and 
under his ſufferings, was ſuch, as could com- 
paſſionate the cruel hands that put him to 
death, and could ſupplicate pardoning mercy 
on his murderers. A degree of benevolence 
ſo meritorious, that the father has amply re- 
warded, by giving him a, name above every 
name. Thus did Jeſus prove, that he came 
not into the world, to condemn the world, 
but that through him it might have the doc- 
trine of pardon, and the demonſtration of life, 
Certain it is, that in this greatneſs of his be- 
haviour, his ſuperior merit appears moſt con- 
ſpicuous; and one cannot view, without 
aſtoniſhment, his unexampled benevolence and 
* 


That the deity ſhould approve and reward 
with ſupreme honours, the pleadings he 


St. Peter's Senſe of Chriff's Merits, 11 


offered of pardoning mercy, to the penitent, 
who embrued their hands in his blood; is, to 
us, an appeaſing ſenſe of his bearing the fins of 
men in his cwn body on the tree : ſince when we 
_ advert to the evidence given of his divine 
character and miſſion, and the unparallelled 
uſefulneſs of his life, we are neceſſarily led to 
own, thoſe pleadings of pardon, were ſuch 
an inſtance in proof of the divine placability 
as had never been exhibited to the view 
of mankind; no truth is more obvious, in a 
religious, attention to his deportment. Let 
what can be faid, of any of the moſt excel- 
lent of the human race, there is no one cha- 
rater of equal dignity, nor any that have 
made ſuch an illuſtrious diſplay of the placa- 
bility of the Supreme..-Many have endured 
a great conflict of trying circumſtance, and 
have been found unyielding and faithful to the 
death : but none have had ſuch divine ability 
of benefitting their nation, and yet fell a 
ſacrifice to the pride and prejudice of the. 
prieſt and the prince.—If therefore, we can 
be aſcertained of the divine placability towards 
men, who 22 reſiſt the firſt degree of hea- 

B 2 venly 
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venly light and the fulleſt difplay of divine 
love, upon their penitence; there is not the 
leaſt room to conclude the deity inexorable, 
difinclin'd or unwilling to pardon the peni- 
tent. And if there be a ſuperior luſtre and 
glory reſiding upon the Goſpel revelation, it 
muſt be confeſſed, to have its ſource in the 
adorable grace and mercy of the eternal father 
of lights, with whom is no rariableacks, nor the 
ſhadow of change. 


II. The atonement, or propitiation which 
there is in the blood and death of Chriſt, 1s, 
not made to God; but to the mind, or con- 
ſcience. of. the contrite finner. This propo- 
ſition is the language of all revelation, and. 
emphatically of the goſpel.—The favourable 
impreſſion, is to be made by it on the human 
ſpirit; or God: is in Chriſt reconciling the world. 
unta. bimſelf, not imputing to men their treſs 
paſſes. Thus the blood, of Chriſt, who thro? 
the eternal ſpirit of truth and love, did offer 
himſelf without ſpot to God, does purge the 
conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living 
God. —or the blood of Chriſt, is what clean- 
ſeth from all fin; foraſmuch as we can diſ- 

gern, 


$8, Peter's Senſe of Chriſt's Merits, 13 


cern, that the divine mercy is unlimited, in 
its operation and influence, on ſinners who 
are penitent. This is a conſideration of vaſt 
uſe and importance, ſince there are no kinds 
of crime more atrocious or more full of ma- 
lignity, than that of putting to death the Lord 
of life; and crucifying the well- beloved ſon 
of God. If therefore, the tenders of par- 
doning mercy were made to ſuch miſcre- 
ants, no one needs deſpair, who is truly hum- 
ble, contrite and penitent. God fo loved the 
world !. 


Nor is it at all reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
a moſt impious perpetration of Chriſt's death, 
ſhould have any tendency to incline or make 
God propitious, he could not approve the 
horrid ſcenery of his ſon's crucifixion ! 
but. muſt reckon his murderers: enormouſly 
* guilty : and would judicially viſit all the ob- 
durate and impenitent. This, we find, he 
did, in the ſignal deſtruction of that nation 
and polity.— Unreaſonable, of conſequence 
would it be, to imagine that an act of the moſt 
provoking and atrocious impiety ſhould. be 
a meaſure of prqpitiating the father of the uni- 

N verſe, 


14 St. Peter's Senſe of Chriſt's Merits, 


verſe, and rendring him more placable to 
mankind, 


It can ped) have a natural tendency to re- 
concile the world to God, from the evidence 
thereby given of his free and rich grace, his 


' pardoning mercy to the ſincere  penitent. 


Hence our Lord has ſaid, that all manner of 


fin againſt the ſon of man ſhall be forgiven—and 


that be gave bis hfe a ranſom for all, or his fliſh 


for the life of the world. — Without this event 


of the ſufferings and death of Chriſt, we had 
never ſo clearly and fully known the boundleſs 
operation and ſaving efficacy of divine mercy 
_ contrite ſinners. 


We might farther illuſtrate the propoſition, 


© obſerving, that it 1s unreaſonable and un- 


philoſophical to ſuppoſe the deity capable of 
any change: his perfections are eternally im- 
mutable. Nor could any poſſible act of obe- 
dience or homage, performed by any being, 
determine him more gracious and merciful}, 
than he ever was to the penitent.— lt is, un- 
doubtedly, a weak and groundleſs preſump- 
tion, to talk of expiating ſin, or atoning for 
fin, 


St. Peter's Senſe of Chriſt's Merits, 15 
fin, by the blood of an innocent and holy 
perſon; ſo far from it, the ſacrifice denotes, 
ſuperlative guilt; and expoſes the offerers to 
divine indignation, unleſs they fill with re- 
morſe, and become humble and contrite. But 
to ſay, that the death of Chriſt, did ſatisfy 
divine juſtice, is the very ſame thing as to ſay, 
that becauſe mankind. had depraved themfelves 
and offended their maker, by many grofs ini- 
quities; they could atone, placate, and ſatisfy 
his juſtice by an exceſs of ingratitude, impiety 
and crime.—As little reaſon is there for any 
to imagine, that the death of Chriſt, did ho- 
nour to a violated and broken law ; when that 
very death was compaſſed by a moſt ſingular 
unexampled violation of that law. — On the 
contrary, by the death of Chriſt,” we are 
clearly (inſtructed in the free influence; and 
unlimited extent of divine mercy to penitents: 
in which ſenſe only the b/ood of Chrift has any 
atoning or propitiating virtue: and thus it does 
truly placate the conſcience, and moſt-efficaci- 
ouſly reconcile men to God. 


It farther does this, as we are ſhewn, that 
ſuch a kind of piety and virtue, reſembling 


that 
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that which ſhone in our Lord's temper and 
behaviour, will-be recompenſed in all his fol- 
lowers, with an I and ET ye re- 
ward. wwe . 


IL The reaſon of Chriſt's Cafferings = 
death, is manifeſtly that of his being exemplary 
in his patience and piety. He To ſpeał of it in 
this light, and not as an expiatory facrifice; 
is, by no means, agreeable to the received and 
eutrent ſyſtems of orthodoxy. A man is pre- 
ſently deemed a Socintan, or foe ſtrange 
ſhocking ſort of heretic.. No one can be ad- 
mitted. to have any juſt notion of the media - 
tion of; Jeſus, who does not make lis ſuffer- 
ings and death, the /ine, qua non, to the opera 
tion of divine mercy. But nevertheleſs, ho- 
ever is afraid of delivering his on imterpre- 
tation, which is in ſupport of the original, 
unmerited and eſſential gaodneſs of God, de- 
ſerves not the name either of a man, or of a 
chriſtian. And till it can be ſhewn, that the: 
blood or death of Chriſt, did, or does recom- 
cile God to n, or that this is any where the 

| doctrine 


Compare chap. iv. 1. Phil. ii. 5.—Heb. xii. 2, 
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doctrine of the New Teſtament inſtruction, 
one need be in no great pain about the cenſure 
or anathema of the moſt zealous and bigotted 
defender of the hereſy, of Chrift's placating 
and appeaſing God. Aſſured we may be, that 
St, Peter reports his ſufferings and death as 
exemplary, And that hereunto we were call- 
ed, of ſuffering patiently, though wrongful- 
ly ; becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leav- 
ing us an example that we ſhould follow his 


ſteps. 


It is yet ſaid, —if he died only as an exam- 
ple, what occaſion was there for any more 
emphaſis being laid on his death, than on the 
death of other martyrs for the truth ? 


I anſwer,” much every way, For none of 
the ſons of men, had ever ſuch a ſtated il- 
luſtrious preſence of God with him; or ſuch 
an ample divine teſtimony to his character and 
miſſion, neither had any of the moſt exalted 
character, ever been ſo amazingly beneficial to 
mankind—yet, under his ignominious ſuffer- 

ings and death, he diſcovered ſo great a com- 


mand of his own ſpirit, as to ſhew a pitiful, 
C tender, 
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tender, and compaſſionate regard for his un- 
grateful, unrelenting murderers.— This beha- 
viour muſt be owned, altogether agreeable to 
the judgment of God ; becauſe the Deity did 
never ſo diſtinguiſh the merits and excellence 
of any human character, by the recompenſe 
of an univerſal dominion: for the man Chriſt 
Jeſus is appointed Loxp both of the dead and 
of the living! and God does judge the world 
by him in righteouſneſs. 


It hence appears, that the ſupreme being 
has thought fit to confer ſuperior honours upon 
the man Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe of his ſuperior 
worth and excellence, So that this apoſtle 
tells us,—be is gone into heaven, and is at the 
right hand of God, angels, and authorities, and 
powers being made ſubjef to him. Another rea- 
ſon for this interpretation, is, 


IV. Merit or excellence that is moral and 
rewardable, can, in the reaſon, and relation, 
or nature of things, be no other than perſon- 
al : foraſmuch as it is the reſult of perſonal 
application and labour; the actual uſe and im- 
provement made of thoſe given powers and 

faculties, 
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faculties, means, talents, or advantages, vouch- 
ſafed unto, and which identifies any being 
whom God has created, or formed. Merit 
and rewardability cannot therefore be aſcribed 
to God, tho' we juſtly attribute to him an ex- 
cellence or perfection of nature that is abſolute 
and immutable.— But as this is not the reſult 
of labour, nor can be in him an acquiſition, ſo 
it has no other reſource but its own nature ; 
nor any other motive, but its own rectitude. 
For which reaſon, God cannot be tempted of 


any. 


But fince we very juſtly attribute to the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, merit and excellence that is mo- 
ral and rewardable; we thereby confeſs him 
to be the object of divine approbation and 
complaiſancy : and conſider him too as neceſ- 
farily and eſſentially diſtin from that being 
who formed him by his immediate power in 
the womb of the virgin; and who ſo highly 
rewards him. Farther, as we aſcribe to him, 
merit or excellence that is moral and reward- 
able; we cannot reaſonably believe or ima» 
gine, that this his merit, excellence, and re- 
nn. can poſſibly be ours; or can be 
C 2 attributed 
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attributed or imputed to any other than to 

| himſelf :—It is rather an exemplar or pattern 

ö of our imitation, even that of his bearing our 

| Ins in his own body on the tree; i, e. if St. Pe- 

ter be intelligible, or conſiſtent in his reaſoning; 

For he ſays, this is grateful to God, that a 

man for conſcience towards bim endure grief, 

" ſuffering wrong fully—and if when we do well 

1 and ſuffer for it, we'take it patiently, this is ac- 

| ceptable with God and even hereunto were we call- 

| ed : becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us 

an example, that ue ſhould follow his ſteps He 

then deſcribes the nature and properties of the 

exemplar ; and one of thoſe articles of tem- 

per and condition, in which we are to reſem- 

i ble him, is, — is own ſelf bare our ſins in his 

|| own body on the tree—chriſtians expoſed to per- 

ſecution would be obliged to bear ſimilar 

= marks and tokens of ſin in their bodies, as they 

= endured grief for conſcience towards God, ſuffer- 

[| ing wrongfully ; or as they ſuffered for doing well, 

| and took it patiently—and by copying his exam- 

, | ple, they died to fin, and did live unto righteouſe 
= neſs ; and ſo by bis firipe were healed. 
| | 


There 
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There is therefore no kind of reaſon to ſup- 
poſe the merits and excellence of Chriſt, or 
his rewardability, capable of being transfer- 
red; or in any ſenſe reckoned ours, fatther 
than we follow his ſteps, and attain a reſem- 
blance of his divine temper and ſpirit : for, 
we might, with as much truth, conclude, 
that God's righteouſneſs, holineſs or perfection 
can, by imputation, become ours; becauſe 
we are exhorted to be r:ghteous as be is righ- 
teous ; 'boly as be is 8 5 and perfect as be is 


fefa. 


The opinion of imputation, i. e. of a transfer 
of merit and righteouſneſs, ſeems to have had 
its early origin, from the diſſatisfaction men 
have had in their own partial and remiſs la- 
bours of virtue; and in the little care they 
have taken to copy this divine pattern of ex- 
cellence. They have thus applied the merits 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, though they have 
not cared to own it, to the purpoſe of appeaſ- 
ing and placating their own guilty conſciences ; 
under the ſpecious pretext of propitiating divine 


Juſtice, and AY the honour of his vio- 
lated laws. 


V. To 
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V. To ſuppoſe that Jeſus Chriſt bore our 
fins in his own body on the tree, as a ſubſti- 
tute ; or that he ſuſtained the puniſhment due 
to ſin, is no way conſiſtent with truth, rea- 
ſon or revelation. —Where no guilt could be 
imputed, there could be no demerit, nor any 
puniſhment.—And we are expreſly aſſured.— 
he had no fin, neither was guile found in hit 
mouth. It was therefore impoſſible he could 
ſuffer as a criminal, or ſuſtain the puniſhment 
due to ſin—a vicarious ſacrifice he could not 
offer : nor could he, in the eye of truth and 
God, ſtand, or be put in the place of the 
finner: for this would be to invert all or- 
der, and reverſe every of the divine Fecha 
tudes.— 

It was on account of, or by reaſon of the 
tranſgreſſions of men he was wounded ; and he 
was bruiſed by ther iniquittes, or, he bore our 
fins in his own body on the tree; as thereon 
were the marks and impreſſions made of fin 
and impiety, which in no one character, how- 
ever innocently ſuffering, was there ever ſuch 
flagrant tokens of iniquity. And it is amazing, 
that mankind have not ſo underſtood, the 

repreſen- 
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repreſentation ! in no other ſenſe is it poſſible 
he could ever bear the fins of men in his own 
body on the tree —And ſhould we deviate from 
this conſtruction, we mult unavoidably arraign 
the wiſdom, equity and righteouſneſs of God, 
by ſuppoſing him capable of puniſhing the in- 
nocent, and placing the worthy in the very 
condition of the guilty, contrary to an ancient 
maxim of divine wiſdom, be that juftifieth the 
wicked, and he that condemneth the juſt ; even 
they both are an abomination to the Lord. 


Nor will it confiſt with the declarations, or 
teſtimonies of God's pleaſure in him, as being 
his wwell-beloved Son: unleſs we might ſuppoſe, 
that God could love and have complacency in 
him, under the imputation of a ſinner : or as 
having the weight of guilt upon him. The 
ideas are crude, nay, they are barbarouſly wild 
and extravagant. 


It verily is impoſſible there could be merit 
or excellence, in a man's voluntarily taking 
the place and character of a finner ; i. e. in 
either ſuſtaining his guilt, or his puniſhment.— 
The nature, truth, and reaſon of things, are 

in 
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in bar of ſuch maſquerade character; ſince it 
is abſolutely abſurd and impracticable to make 
a moral transfer, either of perſonal merit or 
of demerit.— Fancy and imagination may de- 
viſe a thouſand appearances, but truth, rea- 
ſon and nature, are not conſenting to the 
ſhocking deluſion. For ſhould a good man 
conſent to die in the ſtead of a capital crimi- 
nal, he would neither be chargeable with his 
guilt nor his puniſhment, neither would the 


criminal thereby be leſs guilty. 


The temptation ſome have been under, to 
form conceptions of the ſufferings and death 
of Chriſt, as expiatory, has ariſen; principally, 
from another opinion, altogether as incapable of 
defence; and that is, the imputation of ſin, or 
derivation of guilt to all mankind from an ori- 
ginal lapſe. Which if true, would countenance 
the ſcheme of imputation both of fin and 
righteouſneſs, as applicable to Chriſt.— but 
neither the one, nor the other, does any great 
honour to the chriſtian ſyſtem, to which they 


are ſtrangely ſuppoſed to appertain. 
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There are, it muſt be owned after all, 
many ſacrifical alluſions made by the Apoſ- 
tles, who were Jews, when ſpeaking of 
the death of Chriſt: but when we read 
them in conſiſtence, they are found to teach 
no ſuch doctrine, as that of, Chriſt being the 
finner's ſubſtitute —On the contrary, the con- 
ſtant repreſentation of the deſign, and ſalutary 
efficacy of his ſufferings and death, is con- 
ſtantly moral. And was I not determined to 
confine myſelf to this paſſage in St. Peter's 
Epiſtle, I could largely ſhew, that this is the 
uniform language of the New Teſtament.— 
Peter expreſly ſays, he bare our fins in his own 
body on the tree, that we being dead to fin, ſhould 
live unto righteouſneſs ; by whoſe ſtripe e were 
healed —To enter cordially into the ſpirit of 
his example, will certainly determine any. one 
dead to fin; and alive to righteouſneſs —The 
very nature of an imitation will ſuppoſe this; 
becauſe ſuch a command of temper and ſpirit, 
can only be the reſult of an advanced, eſta- 


bliſhed piety and virtue. 
D By 
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By whoſe ſtripe, or firoke, we are healed, juſt 


as we learn by it, 70 die to fin, and live unto 
righteouſneſs ; i. e. the moral, practical effect, 
and influence, is, what is healing and ſalutary, 
or reſtorative. Hence, the Apoſtle writing 
to ſtrangers ſcattered abroad, by reaſon of 
a perſecution raiſed againſt the profeſſors of 
chriſtianity, adds, for ye were as ſheep going 
aſtray ; but are now returned to the ſhepherd and 
biſhop of your ſouls, Whether Jews or Gentiles, 
they, probably, had been ſhook in their pro- 
feſſion; and had timidly wandered into devious 
and dangerous paths. But when the Apoſtle 
did write, they were, in ſome meaſure, recover- 
ed and reſtored to a firmneſs and ſtability.— Or, 
perhaps, they had refuſed ſubjection to infidel 
magiſtrates and maſters, and thought themſelves 
freed from thoſe obligations, in virtue of their 
chriſtian profeſſion. I ſhould rather conclude 
this to be his meaning, becauſe he had be- 
fore exhorted to the ſocial duties, and here 
urgeth the exhortation, from the patient and 


meek example of Chriſt ——and he immedi- 


ately after this, re- aſſumes the obligation to 
ſocial 
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focial duties, in thoſe other branches, viz. of 
wives and huſbands. —And verily, they might 
truly be ſaid to have been as ſheep going aſtray, 
who ventured upon a violation of theſe laws 
of relation ; and when recovered to ſocial rec- 
titude, they might alſo be ſaid, 70 be returned 


unto the ſhepherd and biſhop of their ſouls. 


VI. A farther reaſon for the given in- 
terpretation, is, that any other ſenſe of Chriſt's 
bearing our ſins, than the rational, practical, 
and moral one, muſt be fanciful and fallacious, 
and have a very dangerous and deadly ten- 
dency. If, e. g. men ſhould once imagine, 
that the death of Chriſt was appegſing and pro- 
pitiating to the deity ; their apprehenſions of 
God will be baſe and diſhonourable, and their 
ideas of moral rectitude, vague, confuſed, and 
unmeaning.—For how can we ſuppoſe, both 
innocent and meritorious blood, ſpilt by wicked 
hands, an acceptable ſacrifice, to a being, of 
purer eyes, than to bebold iniquity ? This would 
be to affix very diſcordant/ ideas to the divine 


meaſures of government and providence ; it 
D 2 would 
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would even lead us to conclude him pleaſed, 
with a moſt impious, wanton, and crue] pro- 
ceedure,— 


All that could be pleafing or agreeable to 
God, in the ſufferings and death of Jeſus, was, 
his patient, pious and meek, his benevolent 
and compaſſionate behaviour, under the ſhock- 
ing inſult, indignity and torture! and this de- 
portment well deſeryes bath our admiration 
and imitation. 


But to fancy, with ſame, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
by this act of obedience, has done all that for 
us, which ſatisfied every of the demands of 
the law, and fulfilled the whole moral obliga- 
tion ; woyld be an extreme of frenzy and diſ- 
turbed reverie ! for if this could be allowed, on 
the part of God's acceptance of ys, there would 
then be no mercy ; and on our parts, in a reli- 
ance on ſuch ſatisfaction, we ſhould be naturally 
led to licentiouſneſs, and a cold indifference, as 
to perſonal rectitude. Faith, rather eredulity, 
will here become the ſole pillar of our truſt 


and 
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and dependence ; and that mere reliance on 
a ſatisfaction made to divine juſtice, and to the 
demand of a violated law, will be an opiate 
that ſtupifies, and indiſpoſes for all the labours 
of virtue, and for any of the attainments of 
a rational piety. 


Wich this ſubterfuge, a man may quietly 
enough lye with his neighbour's wife ; cheat, 
cozen, or impoſe on the confidence of his 
correſpondent, indulge to any reigning appe- 
tite or paſſion ; and yet expect to partake of 
all the heavenly joys | he may, notwithſtanding 
he neither denies ungodlineſs nor worldly luſts, 
and has little acquaintance with ſobriety, righ- 
teouſneſs or godlineſs; and though he has no 
kind of fervency or zeal for good works. The 
Solifidian, however, is certainly in the right 
way to happineſs, if Jeſus Chriſt has done all 
for him ; for he is then to be juſtified, not by 
his own perſonal rectitude, but by the merit 
alone of Chriſt's obedience, 


i Conſult Sandeman and Pykz's Letters; attend to Whitefeld, 
Romain, Role, &c. &c. &C. 
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I own myſelf unable to vindicate St, Peter, 
in exhorting to the ſocial duties, and inſiſting 
on moral and divine obligations, if Jeſus Chrift 
in the above ſenſe, bore our fins in bis own 
body on the tree; even ſo as to ſatisfy all the 
demands of the law, and fulfil-all moral obli- 
gation for us.— Our attentions to the ſocial du- 
ties, are then become ſuperfluous : and even our 
Lord's teachings are filly, 


VII. Every man, who is conſcious of a diſ- 
poſition, not only to bear patiently ill-uſage, 
but to defire the welfare of his moſt unreaſon- 
able and malicious enemies, who are requiting 
him evil for his good; may conſider himſelf as 
improving, to the beſt purpoſe, upon the perfect 
example of his Lord: nor is there an higher 
or more divine attainment, of which the hu- 
man mind is capable, —In this it was that Je- 
ſus Chriſt did ſo eminently appear to be, re 
brightneſs of his father's glory, and the expreſs 
character of his perſon ! for though the ſupreme 
being is impaſſible, and incapable of pain or 
ſuftering, yet he is kind and good to the un- 

= thankful 
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thankful and to the evil. And as far as we, 
under ill-uſage and provocations, do reſemble 
his Son, in patience, pity and benevolence, we 
ſhall be the approved children of the moſt 
high. For even hereunto were we called: be- 
cauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that we ſhould follow his fleps : abo 
when he was reviled, he reviled not again; when 
he ſuffered, he threatned not ; but committed, or 
delivered up to him that judgeth righteouſly.— 
This is grateful, or acceptable with Gad. 


THE END, 
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